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Paris, 13 January, 2009 (word count:��������) 
World CTL 2009, the world conference on coal liquef action, will take place in 
Washington D.C. from 25 to 27 March, 2009. Organize d under the auspices of 
the World Energy Council, the World Coal Institute and the World Petroleum 
Council, it will bring together the major players i n CTL (Coal-To-Liquids). 
Scientists, politicians and industry decision maker s will contribute their 
expertise during a program rich in speeches and dis cussions about the current 
and future major challenges of this industry.  
 
The World CTL 2009 Conference is the prime place for exchanges about CTL’s 
stakes and challenges. Parallel to the conference, an exhibition will be held where 
companies will welcome their current and potential customers and partners.  
 
CTL has reappeared at the heart of strategic thinking on alternative energies. Of all 
the fuels consumed in South Africa, 30 % are produced from coal. The U.S. Air Force 
is testing similarly-produced fuel on its planes and will have tested its entire fleet by 
2011. China's leading coal producer, China Shenhua, has just started its first CTL 
unit with a capacity of 20,000 bbl/day.  

_____________ 
 
World CTL 2009 features four plenary sessions where energy security stakes, 
industrial strategies, technology, environment and competitiveness issues will be 
discussed on a broad basis including the conversion of biomass and petroleum coke 
into Liquids. 
 
In addition, two practical workshops will be proposed to participants, respectively on 
technology and project management. Technology, site selection, planning, financing  
among other issues will be developed regarding a 40,000 bbl/day CTL case study 
plant to be fed with Illinois No. 6 or PRB coals. 
 
The Conference will be concluded with the presentation of the 2009 World CTL 
Award to Dr. Theo Lee, Researcher, Vice President and Chief Technology Officer of 
Headwaters (USA). 

_____________ 
 
Coal-To-Liquids can reduce the energy dependence of many countries with large 
coal reserves and little oil. However, the challenges it faces cannot be ignored. They 
need to be addressed through co-operations, mainly in the technology and financing 
fields.  
 
Environmental stakes are essentially linked to the chemical nature of coal, a carbon-
rich fossil fuel. A major preoccupation of players in the CTL field, the GreenHouse 
footprint of CTL will be quantified and presented in relation to other energy sources at 



World CTL 2009. Technical developments for mitigating CTL’s GreenHouse footprint 
will be presented and discussed, such as Carbon Capture and Storage, Coal-&-
Biomass-To-Liquids and Nuclear-CTL systems. 
 
Technical sessions will give participants access to practical knowledge on classical 
processes as well as initiation to more innovative technologies such as Underground 
Coal Gasification or Plasma Gasification. 
 
CTL competitiveness, a transversal subject, will underlie the whole Conference. 
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